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evidence of fraudulent activity, it is required to 
notify not only the Department of Homeland 
Security, but also the legal possessor of that 
Social Security number. This will enable inno-
cent people to take steps to protect their cred-
it, identity, and good name. 

Although jobs are the primary magnets that 
bring illegal immigrants to this country, I have 
also introduced another bill that will remove a 
major incentive for people to come to this 
country illegally. 

The Citizenship Reform Act of 2007 would 
simply bring our laws into line with virtually 
every other nation on earth by requiring that at 
least one parent be a citizen or permanent 
resident in order for a child to become auto-
matically a citizen. 

Additionally, I have also introduced a bill 
that will make our current immigration law 
more fair. Under current law, an illegal immi-
grant who leaves the country faces a bar of up 
to three years if he has been in the country il-
legally for more than 6 months, and a ten year 
bar if he has been here illegally for more than 
a year. However, if an illegal immigrant never 
leaves the country but applies to adjust his 
status, he faces no reentry prohibitions. This is 
fundamentally unfair. My legislation provides 
that all illegal immigrants face the same pen-
alty—even if they are eligible for a change in 
status. 

Finally, I have introduced two bills that 
would criminalize actions common among ille-
gal immigrants. 

Unfortunately, many illegal immigrants who 
are apprehended and agree to voluntarily de-
part either fail to leave or leave only to return. 
My bill would make it a felony, with a manda-
tory one year jail sentence, for illegal immi-
grants agree to leave and then either fail to 
leave or return illegally. 

I have also found that too many illegal immi-
grants have figured out that they are given a 
‘‘get out of jail free card’’ when they are given 
a notice to appear. Another bill I have intro-
duced would make it a felony, with a manda-
tory one-year jail sentence, when illegal immi-
grants ignore the law and refuse to appear in 
court when ordered. 

I know that these bills, if passed, will dra-
matically reduce illegal immigration and iden-
tity theft. I ask my colleagues for their support 
to protect our nation’s sovereignty and our citi-
zens’ identities. 
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to protect 
the integrity of the Social Security trust fund 
by introducing the Social Security Preservation 
Act. The Social Security Preservation Act is a 
rather simple bill which states that all monies 
raised by the Social Security trust fund will be 
spent in payments to beneficiaries, with ex-
cess receipts invested in interest-bearing cer-
tificates of deposit. This will help keep Social 
Security trust fund monies from being diverted 
to other programs, as well as allow the fund 
to grow by providing for investment in interest- 
bearing instruments. 

The Social Security Preservation Act en-
sures that the government will keep its prom-

ises to America’s seniors that taxes collected 
for Social Security will be used for Social Se-
curity. When the government taxes Americans 
to fund Social Security, it promises the Amer-
ican people that the money will be there for 
them when they retire. Congress has a moral 
obligation to keep that promise. 

With federal deficits reaching historic levels 
the pressure from special interests for massive 
new raids on the trust fund is greater than 
ever. Thus it is vital that Congress act now to 
protect the trust fund from big spending, pork- 
barrel politics. Social Security reform will be 
one of the major issues discussed in this Con-
gress and many of my colleagues have dif-
ferent ideas regarding how to best preserve 
the long-term solvency of the program. How-
ever, as a medical doctor, I know the first step 
in treatment is to stop the bleeding, and the 
Social Security Preservation Act stops the 
bleeding of the Social Security trust fund. I 
therefore call upon all my colleagues, regard-
less of which proposal for long-term Social Se-
curity reform they support, to stand up for 
America’s seniors by cosponsoring the Social 
Security Preservation Act. 
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HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 4, 2007 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor an outstanding citizen of 
Columbus, Georgia who has distinguished 
himself as a dedicated and exemplary public 
servant. Mr. Nathan Suber joined the Colum-
bus City Council in 1994 and for the past 12 
years has served as City Councilman of Post 
1. 

Mr. Suber was born just across the waters 
of the Chattahoochee River in nearby Phenix 
City, Alabama. Being the oldest of three chil-
dren in a military family, Mr. Suber learned at 
an early age the true meaning of ‘‘service be-
fore self.’’ As his father responded to the call 
of duty, Nathan Suber and his family relocated 
several times throughout his father’s military 
career. It was not until the mid-sixties that the 
Suber family’s roots were once again firmly 
planted in the Columbus, Georgia area. In 
1968, Mr. Suber graduated from South Girard 
High School and later went on to earn an A.A. 
in Criminology at the City College of San 
Francisco and a B.A. in Criminal Justice at 
Columbus State University. 

During his tenure as a Columbus Council-
man, Mr. Suber served as Budget Review 
Committee Chairman for 1999–2000. In this 
appointed position, he was instrumental in 
changing policy to allow the citizens of Colum-
bus access to budget sessions, which had 
previously been kept closed to the public. As 
Chairman of this committee, Mr. Suber exhib-
ited steadfast dedication when he fought tire-
lessly to keep the Fluellen Recreational Cen-
ter’s doors open and, in the process, secured 
$462,000 in additional funding for the facility. 

Mr. Suber also served on the Public Safety 
Committee and had a major role in ensuring 
the security of our neighborhoods by imple-
menting measures to monitor the use of com-
munity resources. Among the many notable 
and worthy projects to which he has contrib-
uted vital energy and leadership were his ef-

forts in designating the Midtown area of Co-
lumbus as a historic district. This vital rezoning 
measure provided a protective ordinance to 
the surrounding area, which prohibits develop-
ment that would otherwise degrade the historic 
quality of the neighborhood. 

Nathan Suber is known as a devout Chris-
tian and is a faithful member of Fourth Street 
Missionary Baptist Church, where he currently 
serves as Chairman of Trustees. His faith in 
God is shared with the younger generation 
through the Sunday school lessons he pro-
vides. His goodwill is further evident in his de-
votion to his family—his wife of twenty-nine 
years, Charlene B. Suber; two daughters, 
Kelly Suber Jones and Cynthia Suber; and 
one lovely grandchild, Morgan L. Jones. 

Mr. Suber currently serves as Chairman of 
the Board of the Metro Columbus Urban 
League, which further attests to his unwaver-
ing commitment to community. 

Today we honor Mr. Nathan Suber and 
thank him for all he has done for the benefit 
of Columbus, Georgia—as an elected official 
and as a private citizen driven by the compas-
sion for others. His exemplary service to his 
community has set a standard of dedication 
and leadership that we are all compelled to 
emulate. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO CREATE A COOPERATIVE RE-
SEARCH PROGRAM FOR HAZ-
ARDOUS MATERIALS TRANSPOR-
TATION 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 4, 2007 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, today, I 
am pleased to introduce legislation to estab-
lish a cooperative research program for haz-
ardous materials transportation capable of 
meeting our Nation’s urgent need for applied 
research that examines hazardous materials 
transportation from a comprehensive, multi- 
modal perspective. 

During the 109th Congress, I introduced 
similar legislation and, although it failed to 
pass as introduced, provisions from that bill 
were included in the most recent federal trans-
portation authorization, SAFETEA–LU. Those 
provisions provided a total of $1.25 million in 
federal funding per year from fiscal year 2006 
through fiscal year 2009 to support the con-
duct of multi-modal studies of hazardous ma-
terials transportation. 

While the first of these 9 studies are now 
being planned for implementation and will 
cover such topics as technologies to improve 
safety and security and methods for improving 
the utility of data collected from hazardous 
materials incidents, I believe it is crucial that 
we create a permanent research program for 
hazardous materials transportation. 

Madam Speaker, it is estimated that one 
million hazardous materials shipments move 
through thousands of local communities 
across the United States every single day— 
usually without the knowledge of residents or 
even of local officials. Between 1994 and 
2003, unintentional releases of hazardous ma-
terials resulted in 210 fatalities and more than 
3,400 injuries. 

Unfortunately, it is our tendency to focus on 
mitigating the risks that these shipments pose 
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only after an accident occurs. In 2001, such 
an accident occurred in my district in Balti-
more when a train derailed in a tunnel, punc-
turing a tank car and releasing a hazardous 
material that subsequently ignited. 

This incident in the heart of Baltimore dem-
onstrated to me and to my constituents in the 
most dramatic possible way the risks of haz-
ardous materials transportation. Having seen 
first-hand these risks, I will never forget 
them—and it is for this reason that I am again 
introducing legislation to create a permanent 
hazardous materials cooperative research pro-
gram. 

Under our Nation’s current regime for regu-
lating the shipment of hazardous materials, 
more than a dozen federal agencies—as well 
as literally thousands of state and local agen-
cies—regulate some aspect of hazardous ma-
terials transportation. 

While each of these entities is critical and 
necessary to ensuring the safety of hazardous 
materials transportation, each entity is typically 
looking at hazardous materials from the per-
spective of a single mode, a single type of 
material, or a single travel route. 

What we now lack is a comprehensive, 
multi-modal perspective that can examine 
risks and develop mitigation strategies that are 
applicable across modes, material types, and 
travel routes. 

To fill this gap, the legislation I am intro-
ducing today will bring together representa-
tives of federal agencies, private sector ship-
pers and carriers, and state and local govern-
ments in a formal program to study cross-cut-
ting topics in hazardous materials transpor-
tation that are not adequately addressed by 
existing mode-specific research programs. 

The study program will be particularly fo-
cused on completing research projects that 
yield practical results immediately applicable 
to transportation issues. 

Without the ability to adequately research 
and respond to issues in hazardous materials 
transportation that are multi-modal in scope 
and national in application, our ability to make 
informed legislative, regulatory, and oper-
ational decisions regarding hazardous mate-
rials transportation is unacceptably limited. 

Therefore, I urge you to join with me in sup-
porting the formulation of a cooperative re-
search program for hazardous materials trans-
portation by co-sponsoring this critical legisla-
tion. 
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INTRODUCING THE IDENTITY 
THEFT PREVENTION ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 4, 2007 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, today I intro-
duce the Identity Theft Prevention Act. This 
act protects the American people from govern-
ment-mandated uniform identifiers that facili-
tate private crime as well as the abuse of lib-
erty. The major provision of the Identity Theft 
Prevention Act halts the practice of using the 
Social Security number as an identifier by re-
quiring the Social Security Administration to 
issue all Americans new Social Security num-
bers within 5 years after the enactment of the 
bill. These new numbers will be the sole legal 
property of the recipient, and the Social Secu-

rity Administration shall be forbidden to divulge 
the numbers for any purposes not related to 
Social Security administration. Social Security 
numbers issued before implementation of this 
bill shall no longer be considered valid federal 
identifiers. Of course, the Social Security Ad-
ministration shall be able to use an individual’s 
original Social Security number to ensure effi-
cient administration of the Social Security sys-
tem. 

Madame Speaker, Congress has a moral 
responsibility to address this problem because 
it was Congress that transformed the Social 
Security number into a national identifier. 
Thanks to Congress, today no American can 
get a job, open a bank account, get a profes-
sional license, or even get a driver’s license 
without presenting his Social Security number. 
So widespread has the use of the Social Se-
curity number become that a member of my 
staff had to produce a Social Security number 
in order to get a fishing license! 

One of the most disturbing abuses of the 
Social Security number is the congressionally- 
authorized rule forcing parents to get a Social 
Security number for their newborn children in 
order to claim the children as dependents. 
Forcing parents to register their children with 
the State is more like something out of the 
nightmares of George Orwell than the dreams 
of a free republic that inspired this nation’s 
founders. 

Congressionally-mandated use of the Social 
Security number as an identifier facilitates the 
horrendous crime of identity theft. Thanks to 
Congress, an unscrupulous person may sim-
ply obtain someone’s Social Security number 
in order to access that person’s bank ac-
counts, credit cards, and other financial as-
sets. Many Americans have lost their life sav-
ings and had their credit destroyed as a result 
of identity theft. Yet the Federal Government 
continues to encourage such crimes by man-
dating use of the Social Security number as a 
uniform ID! 

This act also forbids the Federal Govern-
ment from creating national ID cards or estab-
lishing any identifiers for the purpose of inves-
tigating, monitoring, overseeing, or regulating 
private transactions among American citizens. 
In 2005, this body established a de facto na-
tional ID card with provisions buried in the ‘‘in-
telligence’’ reform bill mandating Federal 
standards for drivers’’ licenses, and mandating 
that Federal agents only accept a license that 
conforms to these standards as a valid ID. 

Nationalizing standards for drivers’ licenses 
and birth certificates creates a national ID sys-
tem pure and simple. Proponents of this 
scheme claim they are merely creating new 
standards for existing State IDs. However, im-
posing Federal standards in a Federal bill cre-
ates a federalized ID regardless of whether 
the ID itself is still stamped with the name of 
your State. 

The national ID will be used to track the 
movements of American citizens, not just ter-
rorists. Subjecting every citizen to surveillance 
diverts resources away from tracking and ap-
prehending terrorists in favor of needless 
snooping on innocent Americans. This is what 
happened with ‘‘suspicious activity reports’’ re-
quired by the Bank Secrecy Act. Thanks to 
BSA mandates, Federal officials are forced to 
waste countless hours snooping through the 
private financial transactions of innocent 
Americans merely because those transactions 
exceeded $10,000. 

Turning State-issued drivers licenses into 
federally controlled national ID cards is yet an-
other Federal usurpation of State authority and 
another costly unfunded mandate imposed on 
the States. According to a report issued by the 
National Conference of State Legislators, turn-
ing drivers licenses into national ID cards will 
cost the States more than $11 billion. 

Madam Speaker, no wonder there is a 
groundswell of opposition to this mandate. 
There is even a movement in several State 
legislatures to refuse to comply with this man-
date! The Identity Theft Prevention Act not 
only repeals those sections of the Federal law 
creating a national UD, it forbids the Federal 
Government from using Federal funds to 
blackmail States into adopting uniform Federal 
identifiers. Passing the Identity Theft Preven-
tion Act is thus an excellent way for this Con-
gress to show renewed commitment to fed-
eralism and opposition to imposing unfunded 
mandates on the States. 

This legislation not only repeals those sec-
tions of Federal law creating the national ID, 
it also repeals those sections of the Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability Act of 
1996 that require the Department of Health 
and Human Services to establish a uniform 
standard health identifier—an identifier which 
could be used to create a national database 
containing the medical history of all Ameri-
cans. As an OB/GYN with more than 30 years 
in private practice, I know the importance of 
preserving the sanctity of the physician-patient 
relationship. Oftentimes, effective treatment 
depends on a patient’s ability to place abso-
lute trust in his or her doctor. What will hap-
pen to that trust when patients know that any 
and all information given to their doctors will 
be placed in a government accessible data-
base? 

By putting an end to government-mandated 
uniform IDs, the Identity Theft Prevention Act 
will prevent millions of Americans from having 
their liberty, property, and privacy violated by 
private and public sector criminals. 

Some members of Congress will claim that 
the Federal Government needs the power to 
monitor Americans in order to allow the gov-
ernment to operate more efficiently. I would 
remind my colleagues that, in a constitutional 
republic, the people are never asked to sac-
rifice their liberties to make the jobs of govern-
ment officials easier. We are here to protect 
the freedom of the American people, not to 
make privacy invasion more efficient. 

Madam Speaker, while I do not question the 
sincerity of those members who suggest that 
Congress can ensure that citizens’ rights are 
protected through legislation restricting access 
to personal information, the only effective pri-
vacy protection is to forbid the Federal Gov-
ernment from mandating national identifiers. 
Legislative ‘‘privacy protections’’ are inad-
equate to protect the liberty of Americans for 
a couple of reasons. 

First, it is simply common sense that repeal-
ing those Federal laws that promote identity 
theft is more effective in protecting the public 
than expanding the power of the Federal po-
lice force. Federal punishment of identity 
thieves provides cold comfort to those who 
have suffered financial losses and the destruc-
tion of their good reputations as a result of 
identity theft. 

Federal laws are not only ineffective in stop-
ping private criminals, but these laws have not 
even stopped unscrupulous government offi-
cials from accessing personal information. 
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